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I n a move designed to benefit both
prospective students and the admissions
staff, Furman has changed its
admissions deadlines.
Previously, Furman required
students applying under the Early
Decision plan to submit their materials
by December 1 . Under the new plan, to
go into effect in September, the Early
Decision deadline wil l be November 1 5.
Simi larly, the deadline for Regular
Decision will be moved up two weeks,
from February 1 to January 1 5.
Students who apply u nder Early
A. Wolfe Davidson with his bust of Furman's fifth president, William J. McGlothlin.
Davidson's work is also on display at Clemson and the University of South Carolina.

Decision indicate that Furman is their
first-choice college. Applicants will be
notified of the university's decision by

Fair trade

The notification date for Regular

Russian immigrant responsible for sculptures o f Furman presidents

Decision applicants remains March 1 5.

I f the busts of the nine Furman presidents

says the procedural changes were made

December 15, rather than January 1 .

Admissions director Woody O'Cain

displayed in McAlister Auditorium could
speak, they would have an interesting story
to tel l .
A . Wolfe Davidson, a South Carolina
artist and Russian immigrant, crafted all
of the bronze sculptures. Davidson, who
died in 1 98 1 , completed seven of them
in exchange for tuition, room and board
for his daughter, Dorothy Davidson
McCulloch. She graduated in 1 960, but
her father was later commissioned by
the board of trustees to complete busts
of presidents Gordon B lackwell and
John E. Johns.
Now l iving in Alpharetta, Ga.,
McCulloch says her father and grandmother
were smuggled out of Russia after the
Russian Revolution and moved to South
Carolina in 1 922. Davidson had studied
art in his native country.
During the 1 920s, the young artist
learned English and completed odd jobs
that required the skil led hand of an artist.
In 1 934 he enrolled at Clemson University,
where he arranged to sculpt a statue of the
school's founder, Thomas Green Clemson,
in exchange for tuition. That statue is now
prominently stationed in front of Tillman
Hall on the Clemson campus.
In 1 93 6 Davidson married, withdrew
from Clemson and moved to Greenville,
where he taught art at Greenville High
School until 1 943. He also served as
director of the federal arts project in
Greenville, a Works Progress Adminis
tration program that commissioned local

rutists to create public art projects, including
outdoor sculptures and murals.
In 1 948 Davidson accepted a position
as an art i nstructor at Brenau College and
moved his family to Gainesville, Ga., even
though he maintained his contacts in
Greenville and Clemson. When his
daughter graduated from high school, she
wanted to enroll at Brenau. But her father
wanted her to expand her horizons and
attend a school away from home. She
chose Furman.
"My father was extremely close to
Charles E. Blackwood, who was the
head of the art department at Furman,"
McCulloch says. "Together, they went to
see Dr. [John] Plyler [then the Furman
president] about doing presidential busts
in exchange for tuition and room and board
for me. Dr. Plyler liked the idea."
I n addition to the Furman busts,
Davidson also sculpted the tiger in front
of Clemson 's football stadium and a bust
of U.S. Sen. Strom Thurmond that stands
in the law librru-y at the University of South
Carolina.
For years, the Furman renderings were
on display in the James B . Duke Library.
They were moved to the lobby of McAlister
Auditorium in the late 1 980s.
When she returns to Furman,
McCulloch always tries to visit the busts.
"My father enjoyed doing this for Furman,"
she says. "But I think I really got the best
bargain. I received a Furman education."
- John Roberts

for several reasons:
• A December 1 5 notification date

for Early Decision will give the staff more
time before the office closes for the
holidays to field calls that usually result
from decision letters. In the past, Furman
has mailed decision letters just as the
university's Christmas break began, and
families with questions or concerns were
forced to wait until after the first of the
year for clarification. Early Decision
financial aid decisions will be mailed a
few days after decision letters are sent
but before the holidays.
• The earlier deadline for Regular

Decision applicants will give the staff
more time to process and evaluate
applications and to make better-informed
decisions.
• The new application deadline for

Early Decision is more in l i ne with
Furman's peer institutions, making the
appl ication process less confusing for
gu idance counselors and students.
Because some applicants and
guidance counselors may see
admissions materials that list the old
deadlines, O'Cain says Furman will be
flexible in regard to late applicants during
the first year in which the new deadlines
are in effect.
25

